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Throughout this semester, the following people and I have been working on our community writing project: Amanda Hamilton, Stacie Bowman, Shane Hansen, Wutha Tang, and Roberto Herrera. Our topic has been different aspects of parenting; for example, Amanda has been writing about bullying, Stacie has been writing about working mothers vs. stay at home- mothers, and Shane has been writing about supervised underage drinking in the home. All are very debatable, complex subjects, but very relevant to life today, which is why we chose to write about them. The only way change and growth happens is to continue discussing all things, even when they make us uncomfortable. That is how we learn and progress the most.
For English 2010, desired outcomes are as follows:
1. Adapt strategies of argumentation for a given writing situation.
2. Adapt style and design for a given writing situation.
3. Write in multiple genres.
4. Conceive, draft, and revise many kinds of documents, and manage these processes independently.   
5. Approach reading and research critically, analytically, and rhetorically, choosing appropriate research strategies for a particular writing task.
6.  Cite sources appropriately for the writing situation, including using an academic system of citation with a high degree of proficiency.
7.  Understand and respond critically to a civic conversation and become a legitimate participant in that conversation.
8. Work collaboratively on writing tasks with other writers.
[bookmark: _GoBack]      In the quest to attain these desired outcomes, we had to work with and assist one another to help each person in our assigned group achieve the common goals that are expected of all SLCC students. We all had to write papers using given choices from different genres, use appropriate research to support our positions in our writings, and cite our resources appropriately using MLA format.  Part of our duty was to review the work of our peers, and I’ve found that sometimes that’s difficult to do. We were given several days to revise our drafted papers based on peer review. Peers offer a different perspective and insight than that of a professor, and this contributes a great deal to our learning. It is not merely through the review they give me, per se, but also from the opportunity given to me to review theirs. Through the review I am exposed to another person’s writing style and format, which in shows me how to arrange and articulate my thoughts and ideas in ways I may not have thought of before. 
For my portfolio I present my argument and profile assignments. Based on feedback from my professor, I felt it necessary to extensively revise my profile because it seems I chose a questionable person to interview, while my argument paper required some minor fine tuning and editing. In light of the Adrian Peterson case, I was hoping to show through the various assignments that although parenting has evolved with the times, much like every other aspect of our culture, there are those who are not willing to accept the changes that society sometimes demands of us, even when it is for the greater good. In a nutshell, is hitting a child ever ok, and can children ever interpret love from violence? My answer is no and no. I dare say the majority of society does not condone this type of behavior. Some people, like Mr. Peterson and my friend Anthony, whom I wrote about in my profile, think that striking a child is still ok, though they differ in extremes. They fail to see that what may have been acceptable years before, as little as a few decades ago to 200 years ago, isn’t any more, and there are good reasons for that. They are unwilling or unable to accept change or alter their behavior until dire consequences result, and even then may still not concede. How they fail to see that physical abuse cannot be interpreted as love is shocking to me. Violence cannot and never will be the answer.  
Though I did not make many revisions to the text of my argument paper, I did look it over for grammatical and punctuation issues as Professor Holloway suggested, but found only a few (I hope!) that needed correcting and made those changes. I also altered the introduction a bit in an effort to “tighten” it up. I left the rest of the paper intact. There weren’t many suggestions for improvement given by my peers. More often than not, as peers do, they seem to think being supportive simply means saying “great job!” I, too, am guilty of that, I suppose. Part of the learning process is gaining insight into our own writing (and abilities) by being persuaded and impressed by another’s writing, and accepting the feedback they give you on your own. Two sets of eyes are better than one, yes? In this case, three sets: two from peers, one from our professor.
My profile assignment needed a great deal more help, and I extensively revised and edited it not only as suggested by Professor Holloway, but also in the hopes of better demonstrating why I chose to interview my friend Anthony. I am grateful for the opportunity to address that. My main point in choosing him was to show that many people think they are parenting experts, even those that don’t have children, and they feel it necessary to offer advice to those of us who do, whether we ask for it or not (and more often than not, we don’t!). I was hoping to show that these “know- it- all” types in fact don’t know so much at all, and their incessant ignorance creates resentment among those of us who work hard at being parents  and scrutinize everything we do, every decision we make. How could someone who has no children and perpetually lives in the past consider himself to be a source of wisdom for present day parents? The simple fact that he or anyone else thinks hitting a child teaches them respect and shows them who is boss is quite ridiculous. I also hoped to show that even though society as a whole has progressed immensely in the last several decades regarding parenting technique, not everyone has embraced the change. I was one of millions of children who witnessed and experienced child physical and mental abuse and cannot emphasize enough that the only thing a child can understand from violence is that it is ok to be violent! It does not show love. It does not show affection. It does not teach respect. It teaches fear. It stings and hurts and its affects linger indefinitely through the lifespan. Even though some are more resilient than others, and may lead a life of relative normalcy after enduring and overcoming abuse, many more will not, and it is tragic. It need not be the case. If we make our voices heard, we can make a difference, and maybe save the life of a child. I appreciate the platform I’ve been given to air my grievances on a subject that is very close to my heart.  
